
“Then He said to His disci-
ples, ‘The harvest is plen-
tiful, but the labourers are 

few; therefore pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into His 
harvest.’” — Matthew 9:37-
38 (ESV)

1. A Time of Celebration and 
Calling: On 16th May 2025, we 
rejoiced as 93 students grad-
uated from our Short-Term 
Missions School, with no 
less than 30 responding to 
God’s call for full-time min-
istry. This is a direct answer 
to the prayers of many who 
have pleaded, “Lord, send 
workers!” Just as Jesus saw 
the crowds with compassion 
(Matt. 9:36), we too recognize 
that the harvest remains 
vast—and these young men 
and women who responded 
to God’s calling are a sign of 
God’s faithfulness.

2. The Urgent Need for Men-
torship and Long-Term Disciple-
ship: Yet, Jesus’ words also 
bring a sobering challenge: 
workers are still few. While 
we celebrate these new call-
ings, we must now disciple 
and mentor these graduates 
so that, after their tertiary 
education, they return for 
deeper training. The fields 
need not just willing hearts, 

but equipped and steadfast 
servants (2 Tim. 2:2).  In the 
recent years, many young 
people who come to MTS 
Short-term Missions School 
heard and responded to 
God’s calling. Yet after a few 
years, few continue to hold 
on to the calling and eventu-
ally serve full time. 

3. A Looming Crisis in Ministry 
Manpower: The past few years 
have seen declining and un-
stable intakes at MTS. With 
retirements, missionaries 
sent overseas, and pastors 
transitioning to other roles, 
our Annual Conferences 
face a pressing shortage of 
pastoral leaders. If we do not 
act now, who will shepherd 
the next generation?

4. Our Response: Pray, Equip, 
and Send: Jesus modelled a 
twofold solution: 
1. Prayer 
– We must 
“pray ear-
nestly” for 
God to raise 
up more 
workers. It 
is God him-
self who call 
people to 
serve in His 
harvest field. 
2.  Proactive 

sending – Prayer must lead 
to action. We must invest 
in training, funding, and 
supporting those called to 
the harvest. One of the most 
challenging situation now is 
how we can stay connected 
to those whom God has 
called may return to our 
homeland for training and 
to serve in their respective 
Annual Conferences.

5. A Glimpse of Hope: God’s 
Provision: Even as we wait for 
Sarawak Planning Author-
ity (SPA)  approval for our 
extension project, we rejoice 
that 1/3 of the needed funds 
have already been provided. 
This is a reminder that the 
Lord of the harvest is still 
at work, supplying what we 
need for His mission.

Will You Join the Harvest?  
The call of Matthew 9:37-
38 is as urgent today as it 
was 2,000 years ago. Will 
we pray? Will we go? Will 
we send?  Will we give? Let 
us not grow weary in doing 
good, for in due season, we 
will reap—if we do not give 
up (Gal. 6:9). 

“Therefore, pray. Therefore, 
act!”

Will You 
   Join the 
           Harvest?

Message From the Principal \ Rev. Dr. Khoo Ho Peng



On the morning of Jan-
uary 2, theological students 
and new students returned 
to campus to complete reg-
istration and, in the after-
noon, participated in orien-
tation activities. The next 
day (January 3), the MTS 
held its opening service at 
9:00 a.m. in MTS chapel. 

This year, MTS wel-
comed five new students: 
Daniel (Pre-Theology, from 
Indonesia), Wong Sheau 
Ling (Bachelor of Theology), 
Jasmine Tang Ying Ying 
(Master of Divinity), Bless-
men Syaw Zhu En (Bachelor 
of Worship and Music), and 
Jane Tie Sing Yu (Master of 
Worship and Music). In ad-
dition, two returning stu-
dents, Ngu Kwong Chik and 
Ting Kang Hwang, also re-
joined the MTS this year.

Moreover, MTS also wel-
comed a new lecturer, Rev. 
Jonathan Lau Puong Fuang, 
who officially joined the MTS 
Faculty team.

New academic year 
of 2025

13th Jan 2025: A group of brothers and sisters from Cheng Uong Methodist Church 
treated MTS Community to a dinner in celebration of Chinese New Year together.

Events (Jan to May)MT  S



17th Feb 2025: MTS Short-term Mission School (STMS) officially began its three-
month study, with a total of 96 students enrolled. The cohort includes 64 in STMS 
Chinese, 16 in STMS Music, 12 in STMS BM, and 4 in STMS Iban.

MTS Night and SAC Theological Education Sunday Outreach

On March 8, 2025, MTS held the MTS 
Dedication Camp and MTS Night, sharing re-
flections on the challenges and joys of serv-
ing in ministry and reaffirming participants’ 
commitment to God’s calling.

In conjunction with SAC Theological Ed-
ucation Sunday, the MTS faculty team also 
visited various churches across Sabah to 
share messages, strengthen partnerships, 
and promote theological education.

MT  S
Events



22nd March 2025: 
Blood Donation

14th May 2025: 
The MTS com-

munity came 
together to 

celebrate the 
Gawai Festival, 
Teacher’s Day, 

and birthday 
celebrations in a 
joyful gathering.

17th May 2025: 
The 3rd Wesleyan 
Online Theologi-
cal BM Forum: 
“Ajaran Wesley 
Tentang Saluran 
Anugerah”, with 
Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Lau Sie Ngiu as 
the speaker and 
Rev. Susanty 
presiding.

16th May 2025: MTS Short-term Missions School Graduation Service, with Rev. James 
Lau Puong Bin as the speaker, and translation into BM by Rev. Ling Tiong Cheng.

MT  S
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AT the graduation ser-
vice of the short-term 

missions school, Rev. James 
delivered an inspiring mes-
sage titled “I Can Do It!”, 
based on 1 Timothy 4:12:
“Don’t let anyone look down 
on you because you are 
young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, 
in conduct, in love, in faith 
and in purity.”

He encouraged the gradu-
ates to be resolute in their 
faith journey and to live a 
life that sets an example for 
others.

Introduction: You Are De-
ciding “What Kind of Per-
son I Want to Become”
Rev. James began by point-
ing out that many short-
term mission students are 
at a crossroads in life, facing 
significant decisions regard-
ing further studies, career 
paths, or even a calling to 
full-time ministry.

He reminded everyone: “The 
decisions you make today 
will shape who you become 
tomorrow.” This is not just 
about choosing a course of 
study or a job, but about 
answering the deeper ques-
tion: “What kind of person 
do I want to become?”

Now that you have complet-
ed three months of training, 
your faith journey is enter-
ing a new chapter. At this 
very moment—are you will-
ing to live out everything 

you’ve learned?

1. Timothy’s Example
Rev. James emphasized that 
Timothy was still a youth, 
with limited training, weak 
health, and lack of experi-
ence. Yet Paul entrusted him 
to shepherd the church and 
stand against false teach-
ings.

Despite his fears, Paul en-
couraged him: “Don’t let 
anyone look down on you 
because you are young.” 
This encouragement still 
speaks to us today: Don’t 
shrink back because you’re 
young or feel inadequate. If 
Timothy could do it, so can 
you!

2. Let Others Testify on 
Your Behalf
This verse is not teaching us 
to “do big things” to prove 
ourselves, Rev. James said. 
Rather, it calls us to live a 
life that sets an example.

Paul urged Timothy to let his 
life be a testimony of God’s 
work, so that others would 
see and testify about it. 

3. Be an Example in Five 
Areas
Paul called Timothy to be 
an example in five areas: 
speech, conduct, love, faith, 
and purity. Rev. James ex-
plained each one, encourag-

ing the graduates to live it 
out:
1. In Speech – Be like Caleb 
	 and Joshua, bringing 
	 peace and life through 
	 your words.
2. In Conduct – Learn from 
	 the Thessalonian church, 
	 which rejoiced even in tri-
	 als and became an exam-	
	 ple to others.
3. In Love – Let others recog-
	 nize you as a disciple of 
	 Jesus through your love.
4. In Faith – Show that 
	 your Trust is in the God 
	 who holds both the past 
	 and the future.
5. In Purity – Stay holy in a 
	 dark and chaotic world, 
	 becoming a light in the 
	 darkness.

Conclusion: I Can Do It!
Perhaps you feel like Timo-
thy—young, weak, uncer-
tain, even afraid. But Paul 
says: “You can be an exam-
ple to others.”

You don’t need to do great 
things to prove yourself, nor 
argue or please others. All 
you need to do is honestly 
live a life that follows Jesus.
Rev. James concluded by 
encouraging every gradu-
ate: Starting today, live out 
your example—whether in 
church, at home, in school, 
or in the workplace—and be-
come a vessel for God’s glo-
ry. You can do it!

Rev. James Lau Puong Bin’s Message: 
 “ I CanDo It! ”
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2nd April 2025: 
Visitors from 

Kuching Sentosa 
Methodist  

Church Members

VisitorsMT  S
27th Feb 2025: 
Visitors from Taiwan 
CBSI (Chinese Beit 
Shalom Institution)

MT  S
1. MTS Hymn Festival
Date: Monday, 14 July 2025
Time: 7:15 PM
Venue: Wei Kuok Hall, Sibu
Organized by: MTS and the SCAC Board of Worship and Music.
Admission: Free

Upcoming Events 

2. MTS Day 
Date: 
7-10 August 2025
Venue: 
MTS, Sibu
Language: 
Mandarin
Details: 
  Please refer to 
  the poster for 
  more information.



Course Details
Time: 
   8:00 PM – 9:30 PM
Language: 
   Chinese
Early Bird Price: 
   RM 80.00 (Adult); 
   RM 30.00 (Student)
Price After 15 July: 
   RM 100.00 (Adult); 
   RM 50.00 (Student)
Due Date: 
   10th August 2025

3.	 Wesleyan Online Courses
Date	 Class Topic(s)					     Lecturer
26 August	 “The Historical Context and Lifetime of John Wesley”	 Rev. Paul Ting Huat Ung
2 September	 “A Systematic Understanding of Wesleyan Theology  	 Rev. Dr. Thomas Lau Sie Ngiu
	 of G.R.A.C.E.”
9 September	 “A Systematic Understanding of Wesleyan Theology	 Rev. Dr. Thomas Lau Sie Ngiu
	 of Discipleship”
23 September	 “Charles Wesley’s Hymns and Methodist Liturgy”		  Rev. Dr. Lu Chen Tiong
30 September	 “John Wesley’s Social Ethics”				    Rev. Paul Ting Huat Ung

MT  S

The total expenditure of MTS for the year 2025 is estimated to be about 
RM 2,125,700.00. 

Please pray for God’s providence towards “MTS General Fund”. Pray that 
more brothers and sisters are willing to give and support MTS ministry 
financially. We welcome brothers and sisters to participate in the work 
of God. Please specify your offering as “MTS General Fund”.

Financial Situation
Our Public Bank Account is 3-1422081-12. 
Please email your bank-in slip to 
accountclerk@mtssibu.edu.my. Thank you. 
You may also participate in Friends of MTS (https://en.mtssibu.edu.my/
support-MTS).




